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REFUGEE PROJECTS UPDATE:

2000+ and counting

KAKUMA

A year ago the 30,000 refugees in the
Kakuma Refugee Camp in northwest Kenya
often had to barter away part of their meager
food rations for enough fuel to cook the remain-
der. SCI’s goal was to reach 500 refugee families
in 1995. Instead we reached nearly 2000 families
in Kakuma and over 200 in Dadaab! Thanks to
SCI’s generous donors, roughly 1/3 of the
Kakuma refugees now have solar cookers and in-
structions in their use. Our goal for 1996 is that

“I cannot finish thanking you brothers
and sisters. Maybe I assist you one
day like you are assisting me. Thanks
alot.” Dhubo LA., refugee in Dadaab.

the rest of Kakuma families will be reached, in-
cluding several thousand new refugees from So-
malia. We continue to scramble to keep up with
the demand for more cookers and workshops.
Twenty-three refugee women in Kakuma vol-
unteered for extra training to teach their neigh-
bors. Now, nearly a year later, most are still
active, each holding 1-day workshops for up to
eight women each week. These instructors re-
port that they and the women they teach are
grateful to save scarce fuel and also love the
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lack of smoke and soot. The project in Kakuma,
now run almost entirely by refugees themselves,
continues under the able direction of Gladys N.,
solar cook, trainer, and herself a refugee. As we
£0 to press, an external, independent evaluation,
funded by the United Nations High Commission
for Refugees, is gathering more detailed data on
the frequency of use and actual fuel savings
among Kakuma solar cooks.

Gladys reports that for Moslem refugees the
solar cooker is especially helpful during Ra-
madan, allowing them to cook during the day-

Continued on page 2

uustine Gift Accelerates East Africa Activities

SCI gratefully announces receipt of $50,000
from Douglas Augustine to accelerate the dis-
semination of solar cooking in East Africa.
“What a wonderful holiday surprise,” notes
President Collentine. “Our regular budget each
year is planned down to the penny. This gift
empowers SCI to respond more quickly to new
opportunities unfolding in East Africa.”

Indeed, it has already begun to help:

« SCI was able to participate in a seminar on
household energy issues in refugee camps for
East African refugee organizations at the
headquarters of United Nations Environment
Programme in Nairobi.

* We were able to send Dr. Barbara Knudson
to UNESCO in Paris at their invitation to
discuss a new solar cooking promotion pro-

ject. Continued on page 3



