
DearSCI membersandfriends:
SCI’sexceptionalExecutiveDirector,

Bev Blum, hasnotified theSC! Boardthat
shewill retire from herpositionat the end
of March, 1999, nearthe time herhusband,
Georgeretiresasa History Professorat the
University of the Pacific.

In 1987Bev andfriendAnne Funkhouser
conceivedthe ideaof and,with the help of a
dozenothers,beganSolarCookersInterna
tional. Thefirst headquarterswaspart of a
room in anoffice housein Sacramento,the
hub of the regionin northernCalifornia
wherehundredsof peopleregularly cooked
with cardboardsolarbox cookersdeveloped
by BarbaraKerr andSherryCole a decade
earlier. By the end of 1987,SCI’s first fund-

raising letterhadbrought in $4,000and SC!
waslaunched.In 1988Bev wasSCI’s first
BoardPresidentand in 1989she resigned
herE.D. position in Stocktonto becomea
volunteerE.D. for SC!. I wason thesearch
committeefor SCI’s first permanentE.D.
andwe choseBev becauseherextraordinary
talentswere matchedby a passionto spread
solarcookingknowledgeto thosewho need
it the most.

For ten yearsBev hasworkedtirelessly
andeffectively to move SC! to its uniquein
ternationalrole. Sheestablishednationaland
internationalconnectionsandattractedtal
entedprofessionalsto SCI’s Board.Shepro
ducednewsletters,annualreports,teaching
guidesand Continuedon page2

KakuniaRefugeeCamp,Kenya By now about9000familieshavereceivedsolarcook
ers, butafter 4 yearsabout 1/3 haveworn out andneedreplacement.Thisyearwe will try
bringing suppliesto thecampso they canbe madethere.This may lowerthe price, makingit
easierfor families to buy or earna replacementcooker.Thecampcontinuesto grow, andan
estimated6000more familieshaveyet to getsolarcookersand instruction.With your help,
we’ll reachall of them.TheSC! Trainersfrom KakumaRefugeeCamprecentlywrote to SC!
staff, volunteersandsupporters:"Wishingyou a festive season.. . from Continuedon page3
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President’s Corner
Dr. Norge Jerome

With the passingof thebatonby Ex
ecutiveDirectorBev Blum, SC! enters
a newera ata time whentheopportuni
tiesfor SC! haveneverbeengreater.
With SCI’s excellentstaff, strongand
committedBoardand 1700supporting
memberswe arepoised to launcha new
era andto find newways to respondto
the legion of requeststo help spreadsolarcooking.

Lessonslearnedfrom sharingothernew technologiesin
dicateit takestime to transferrelevantinformation andtech
niquesThis is astruefor solarcookingasit has beenfor
fuel-efficient stoves,hayboxes,evenmicrowavesovens.

Long-rangevisionary efforts suchaspromotingsolar
cookingto sun-richenvironmentstakepatient and stead
fast courage,whereasmost fundingsourcesneedquick re
sults.You and I, asSCI’smembers,areoptimistic; we are
alsovital to bringingthebenefitsof solarcookingto mil
lions world-wide. Give yourselfa pat ontheback. Please
alsosendyour 1999 membershipgift or pledgetoday.

brochures.Shehireda talentedanddedicatedstaffwhich has
keptpacewith the flood ofrequestsfor informationand help.

Bev and I havebeenprivilegedto participatein solar
cookingworkshopsaroundtheworld. We’ve seenhow
solarcooking and SC! programscanbea transforming
experiencein the livesof theworld’s poorestcitizens
whoseonly alternativefor cookingis scarcefuelwood.

We thankBev for hervision, energyand extraordinary
commitmentto SC! andthepeopleit serves.We wish her
well and look forwardto hercontinuedinvolvementasan
SC! volunteer.During thesearchfor a newE.D. former
BoardPresidentJohnCollentinewill serveasinterim E.D.

- Bob Metcalf, SCI Board Memberand Co-chairwith
Elvira Williams of SCI’s E.D. SearchCommittee

Contributors to this Review
Many thanksto
- Dave Ruppe,ImpactPublications,Medford, OR, USA,

for designandlayout.
4t- Tom Sponheimfor his summaryof theemail chat

group and for putting this Reviewon theweb.
- SamaShresthafor her articlefrom Nepal
t- Aljson Cnrtis for her article from Kenya

Memorial and Living
Tributes
Living tributes have beengivenby:
Miriam Crawford to honorDr. BarbaraKnudson
Wendy Brody to honor Patt Hull
Christine Georgesonto honor Patt& Tupper Hull

Memorials have beenreceivedfrom:
Charlie and BettyMorganin memoryof

Mrs. Tina Frank
WinstonStephensin memoryof Dottie Horn
CharlotteB. Walker in memoryof StephenL Walker

One faithful memberand formerVolunteerof the Year
who wishesto remainanonymouswrote: "Though this
money neededto be usedfor debts,etc., and thereis very
little left, I believegiving rather thankeepingholdsthe
path openfor theUniversalGifts. Thanksfor.. . such a
greatorganization."

Job Announcement:
Executive Director

SCI works to reducewidespreadsufferingre
sulting from fuelwoodscarcity,water-bornedis
eases,and environmentaldeterioration,by sharing
knowledgeaboutsolarcookingwith peoplein sun-
rich, fuel-scarceareas.Over40,000 refugeesin
KenyaandEthiopiaand a settledpopulationin
Zimbabwenow benefit from SC! field projects
usingsimplesolarcookers.

TheE.D. works closelywith NGOs, local/over
seasstaff, UN donoragencies,and a diverseBoard.
Her/hisresponsibilitiesincludeprogramand staff
management,budgeting,helpingto raisefunds,and
communicatingwith all constituencies.Projects
alsoincludecookerresearch,newsletterpublica
tion, web-sitemanagement,organizinginterna
tional conferences,and respondingto worldwide
inquiries.Thesuccessfulcandidatewill demon
stratefield successin internationaldevelopment;
soundfiscal management;strongpeopleskills, in
cluding written/verbalcommunicationskills; and
strongproblem-solvingskills. SalaryDOE. For
moreinformation,submitresumeand namesof 3
referencesby March 31 to Dr. Bob Metcalf, Board
Member,SC!, 1919 21stStreet,#101,Sacramento,
CA95814;sci@igc.org
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