In This Issue

w
Summary of Email
Solar Cooker
Chat Group
v
News You Send
including feature
articles on projects by
CRT in Nepal and
Rotary in Kenya
v
Job Announcement:
Executive Director
of SCI

Solar Cookers
International
1919 21st Street, #101

Sacramento, CA 95814

Tel. 916-455-4499
Fax 916-455-4498
E-mail: sci@igc.org

Web: http://www.
accessone.com/~sben

SCI’s mission is to
spread solar cooking
to benefit people and

environments.

SOLAR COOKERS INTERNATIONAL

Solar Cooker Review

1 99 5

UMBER

1 CIRCULATION B, DDD

Letter to SCI members and frlends

Dear SCI members and friends:

SCI’s exceptional Executive Director,
Bev Blum, has notified the SCI Board that
she will retire from her position at the end
of March, 1999, near the time her husband,
George retires as a History Professor at the
University of the Pacific.

In 1987 Bev and friend Anne Funkhouser
conceived the idea of and, with the help of a
dozen others, began Solar Cookers Interna-
tional. The first headquarters was part of a
room in an office house in Sacramento, the
hub of the region in northern California
where hundreds of people regularly cooked
with cardboard solar box cookers developed
by Barbara Kerr and Sherry Cole a decade
earlier. By the end of 1987, SCI's first fund-

Kakuma refugee trainers

Field Projects Updates

raising letter had brought in $4,000 and SCI
was launched. In 1988 Bev was SCI’s first
Board President and in 1989 she resigned
her E.D. position in Stockton to become a
volunteer E.D. for SCI. I was on the search
committee for SCIs first permanent E.D.
and we chose Bev because her extraordinary
talents were matched by a passion to spread
solar cooking knowledge to those who need
it the most.

For ten years Bev has worked tirelessly
and effectively to move SCI to its unique in-
ternational role. She established national and
international connections and attracted tal-
ented professionals to SCI’s Board. She pro-
duced newsletters, annual reports, teaching
guides and Continued on page 2

Kakuma Refugee Camp, Kenya By now about 9000 families have received solar cook-
ers, but after 4 years about 1/3 have worn out and need replacement. This year we will try
bringing supplies to the camp so they can be made there. This may lower the price, making it
easier for families to buy or earn a replacement cooker. The camp continues to grow, and an
estimated 6000 more families have yet to get solar cookers and instruction. With your help,
we’ll reach all of them. The SCI Trainers from Kakuma Refugee Camp recently wrote to SCI

staff, volunteers and supporters: “Wishing you a festive season...

from Continued on page 3
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President’s Corner

Dr. Norge Jerome

With the passing of the baton by Ex-
ecutive Director Bev Blum, SCI enters
a new era at a time when the opportuni-
ties for SCI have never been greater.
With SCI’s excellent staff, strong and
committed Board and 1700 supporting
members we are poised to launch a new
era and to find new ways to respond to
the legion of requests to help spread solar cooking.

Lessons learned from sharing other new technologies in-
dicate it takes time to transfer relevant information and tech-
niques This is as true for solar cooking as it has been for
fuel-efficient stoves, hay boxes, even microwaves ovens.

Long-range visionary efforts such as promoting solar
cooking to sun-rich environments take patient and stead-
fast courage, whereas most funding sources need quick re-
sults. You and |, as SCI’s members, are optimistic; we are
also vital to bringing the benefits of solar cooking to mil-
lions world-wide. Give yourself a pat on the back. Please
also send your 1999 membership gift or pledge today.

Letter to SCI Members continued

brochures. She hired a talented and dedicated staff which has
kept pace with the flood of requests for information and help.

Bev and I have been privileged to participate in solar
cooking workshops around the world. We’ve seen how
solar cooking and SCI programs can be a transforming
experience in the lives of the world’s poorest citizens
whose only alternative for cooking is scarce fuelwood.

We thank Bev for her vision, energy and extraordinary
commitment to SCI and the people it serves. We wish her
well and look forward to her continued involvement as an
SCI volunteer. During the search for a new E.D. former
Board President John Collentine will serve as interim E.D.

— Bob Metcalf, SCI Board Member and Co-chair with
Elvira Williams of SCI’s E.D. Search Committee

Contributors to this Review
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% Dave Ruppe, Impact Publications, Medford, OR, USA,
for design and layout.

%t Tom Sponheim for his summary of the email chat
group and for putting this Review on the web.

%t Sama Shrestha for her article from Nepal

%t Alison Cnrtis for her article from Kenva

Job Announcement:
Executive Director

SCI works to reduce widespread suffering re-
sulting from fuelwood scarcity, water-borne dis-
eases, and environmental deterioration, by sharing
knowledge about solar cooking with people in sun-
rich, fuel-scarce areas. Over 40,000 refugees in
Kenya and Ethiopia (and a settled population in
Zimbabwe) now benefit from SCI field projects
using simple solar cookers.

The E.D. works closely with NGOs, local/over-
seas staff, UN donor agencies, and a diverse Board.
Her/his responsibilities include program and staff
management, budgeting, helping to raise funds, and
communicating with all constituencies. Projects
also include cooker research, newsletter publica-
tion, web-site management, organizing interna-
tional conferences, and responding to worldwide
inquiries. The successful candidate will demon-
strate field success in international development;
sound fiscal management; strong people skills, in-
cluding written/verbal communication skills; and
strong problem- solving skills. Salary DOE. For
more information, submit resume and names of 3
references by March 31 to Dr. Bob Metcalf, Board
Member, SCI, 1919 21st Street, #101, Sacramento,
CA 95814; sci@ige.org

Memorial and Living
Tributes

Living tributes have been given by:
Miriam Crawford to honor Dr. Barbara Knudson
Wendy Brody to honor Patt Hull

Christine Georgeson to honor Patt & Tupper Hull

Memorials have been received from:
Charlie and Betty Morgan in memory of
Mrs. Tina Frank
Winston Stephens in memory of Dottie Horn
Charlotte B. Walker in memory of Stephen L. Walker

One faithful member and former Volunteer of the Year
who wishes to remain anonymous wrote: “Though this
money needed to be used for debts, etc., and there is very
little left, I believe giving rather than keeping holds the
path open for the Universal Gifts. Thanks for...such a
great organization.”



