
NorgeJerome,Ph. D.
It’s a newyear.with newoppor

tunitiesto spreadsolarcooking. As
SCI’s new PresidentI wantto first pay
tribute to retiring BoardPresidentJohn
Collentinewhoseleadershipthesepast
two yearshelpedSC! to expandits
membershipsupportby 25 percentand
to launchfield projectsin Zimbabweand
Ethiopia. Johncontinuesasa Board
memberandregularvolunteerat the office.
He hasalsoagreedto chairour Fundraising
Committee. WhenJohnasksfor help
I hopeyou’ll say yes. His Cornniittee’s
efforts are vital to a strongSCI.

Continued on page2

New Logo
Brian Collentine’sdistinguishedgraphicsfirm in

SanFrancisco,AXO, developedanddonateda newlogo
for Sc!. It capturesthe spirit of servicewith which SC!
volunteershelp spreadsolarcookingskills wherever
they areneededand useful.It wasunveiledat the 10th
AnniversaryCelebrationto enthusiasticapplause.

Updates from Field Projects
An earlygoal setby SCI’s founderswasthat 2.4billion people

would know aboutsolarcookersby theyear 2000 and24 million
would be ableto solarcook. Many said,"!mpossible!"but thegoal
hasinspiredcountlessgrassrootsefforts by many othergroupsaswell
as SC!.

In 1995 Sc! beganthe first of four pilot projectsin sun-richareas
wheretreeshavebecomescarce- for a wide variety of reasons-
causingenvironmentaldegradationand makingdaily cookingin
creasinglydifficult.

Our plan wasto
1. Introducea new panel-typesolarcookerseeUpdateon the

Panelelsewherein this issue,
2. Supportadaptationsof thedeviceandcooking methodsfor local

cuisine,
3. Empowerlocal trainerswith effectiveteachingmethods,and
4. Learnfrom local womenwhetherit proveduseful to them.

Wehopeeachwill continuefor about five yearsto get a goodmea
sureof results.We will look at patternsof useby thosewho chooseto
buy/earn/receivesolarcookers.Wewill alsolook at how the idea
spreadsto largernumbersof people.

Solar cookingfollows a predictablepatternof uptakelike many
other"appropriatetechnologies."A slow uptakeby a smallsegment
of thepopulationprecedeswideradoption.Most peoplearerisk-
avoiders,especiallywhenfood is scarceandprecious;they tend to
wait until they seeit usedby others. Continuedon page4
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Tenth Anniversary Celebration
At its 10thAnniversarycelebrationin

October1997,SC! paid tribute to numerous
pioneersaroundtheworld who havecon
tributedto themany advancesof solar
cookingin thepast decade.A specialhigh
light was unveilingof a newlogo donated
to SCI seebelow.

Specialtribute waspaid to Founderand
InternationalVolunteerTrainer Dr. Bob
Metcalf. A microbiologistandworld expert
on solarwater pasteurization,Metcalfwas
inductedinto SCI’s Orderof Excellence
by previoushonoreesBarbaraKerr and
SherryCole. Metcalfwas citedfor two
decadesof dedicationto sharingthe joys
andbenefitsof Continuedonpage4
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As we facethechallengesof gettingsolarcooking skills to
the millions whoselivescould benefit,we tendto seethehalf-
emptycup, lamentingtheenormousunfinishedwork of SC!.
However,we can takecouragefrom our accomplishments
which havepartly filled thecup: About 10,000CooKits,mass-
producedin Kenyaand Zimbabwe,haveallowedfamilies,
manyof them refugees,to try solarcooking,gain onemore
survivalskill, anddecidefor themselveshow to apply it to
their households.

SC! hasalso providedadvice andsharedexpertisewith nu
meroussmall groupsaroundtheworld that aretrying, oftenin
isolation,to utilize local abundantsunshineto cookfood,heat
water and preservefreshfoods by drying.

SCI hasbeengiven a lot of creditfor generatingnewinter
est in solarcookingworldwide. Weacceptthecredit, butbe
lieve it is also due to growing fuel shortagesandthenew
involvementof womenin defining local problems.Women’s
efforts to addressmalnutrition,healthhazardsof smoke,
water-bornediseases,and the long distancestraveledto carry
cookingfuel arepromptingactivesearchesfor alternatives
suchastheuseof abundantlocal solar energy.Problemsolv
ing is being localized!

SCI’sBoard hasmappedout excitingplans for the next two
years.Now we needyou to turn theseplans into realities - to
MAKE A DIFFERENCEin people’slives. Whenwe askfor
help,pleasesay"YES." I havededicatedmy term in thePresi
dencyto work with you to achievingour goals.

MOVING? Pleaselet us know your newaddress.
You’ll saveSC! $1 US to payfor your returnednewsletter
andto re-sendit.

At the invitation of UNESCO,SC! prepareda strategyfor a
world solarcooking program.It identifiescountrieswhich
havethe largestnumbersof peopleliving in sun-richareas
wherethereare acutecookingfuel shortages.By thesecriteria,
the top tencountrieswith the greatestpotentialbenefit
from solarcookingare:

Thirty-two othercountriesalsohavesun-rich,fuel-scarceareas.
Many other factorsaffectthe likely successof solarcooking

promotionin given areas.For more detailsseeSCI’s Checklist.

Sudan
Tanzania
SouthAfrica
Ugandaand
Kenya.

India
Pakistan
Ethiopia
China
Nigeria

A Worldwide Strategy

Solar Cooker Review
TheSolar Cooker Reviewis publishedtwo or threetimes a yearto

providenewsfrom aroundthe world on solarcookers,their uses,projects
to disseminatethem, andsuccessfuladaptationsto diversesocialandcul
tural needs.The Review includesbothnewsbriefsand longerarticles
aboutandby researchers,field programleaders,andadvocates.

TheSolar CookerReviewis sentto all who contributemoneyornews
aboutsolarcookerprojectseachyear.Singlecopiesareavailablefreeto
selectedlibraries and institutionsoverseas.

We welcomereports andcommentaryrelatedto solarcookersfor pos
sible inclusion.These may be editedfor clarity orspace.Pleasecite
sourcesfor datawherepossible.We alsoinvite essayson wayssolar
cookingrelatesto specificother topics-treesandwoodsupplies,health,
nutrition, air pollution, environment,women’sissues,climates,andmore.
We will gladly credityour contribution. Sendto SC! REVIEW, 1919 21st
St., Suite#101, Sacramento,CA 95814 USA, fax 916-455-4498,Email
sci@igc.org

The generaleditor is Bev Blum.
SC! is a volunteer,nonprofit groupwith the missionto spreadinforma

tion aboutsolarcookingto benefit peopleandenvironmentsworldwide.


