
The SC! Board is pleasedto announcethe
hiring of Mr. Terry Grumley as SCI’snew
ExecutiveDirector. A native of Wisconsin,
USA, Terry earnedhisbachelor’sdegreein
engineeringat the US Naval Academyand a
secondbachelor’sdegreeand a master’s
degreein managementat SonomaState
University in California.

Terry brings a wealthof international
developmentexperienceto SC!. Forthe past
13 years,Terry workedfor PLAN
International,a global, child-focusedorgani
zationbringing long-termdevelopmentpro
gramsto communitiesand families. PLAN
has14 donor countriesat present,with
Childreachbeing its US member.PLAN cur
rently helpsmore than one million children
and families in 42 developingcountries.
Terry beganhis work with PLAN as an

Threshold 2000
Thereis a "rising chorusof requestsfrom

Kenyanorganizations...thatSC! shouldplan
to moveinto non-refugeecommunitiesas
well," reportsSCI’s EastAfrica Regional
CoordinatorMargaretC.A. Owino. See
"East Africa Update"p. 6

MargaretandSC! arecarefullyconsidering
whetherrespondingto theserequestsshould
be a strongnew focusin the nearfuture. SC!
hasbeenheadingin this direction for several
years,by building a trackrecordin East
Africa with a life-transformingproductand a
disseminationmethodbasedon local
empowerment.

In 1993, SCI identified the needto go
beyondits first function-thatof a world
clearinghousesharingsolar cooking research

AssistantProgramDirector in Honduras.He
then servedas PLAN’s country representa
tive first in Haiti, then in the Dominican
Republic. For thepast five yearsTerry has
beentheCountryDirector in Zambia,where
he was responsible Continuedon page2

information,self-helpmanualsand links to
solar cookingpromoters.To makea greater
difference,SC! neededto makesolar cook
ing resourcesavailableinsidethe regions
whereneededmost-sunnyareaswith seri
ouscooking-fuel shortages.EastAfrica was
selectedas the place to start,with Nairobi,
Kenya, considereda likely base.

In 1994, SC! developedthe low-cost
"CooKit" solar cooker,raisedover $80,000
to launcha pilot solar cooking project in an
EastAfrican refugeecamp,and beganmeet
ing with organizationsin Kenya and explor
ing projectpossibilities. In January,1995,
with cooperationfrom the LutheranWorld
FederationLWF and the United Nations
High Commissioner Continuedon page2
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President’s Corner
Dr. Norge Jerome

Solar CookersInternationalis very
pleasedto announcetheselectionof a
new ExecutiveDirector to guide and
expandour work into the next millen
nium. Mr. Terry Grumleybrings to his
new position with SC! vast experience
in internationaldevelopment-includ
ing fieldwork in Honduras,Haiti and
the DominicanRepublic and serviceas CountryDirector
for PLAN Internationalin Zambia. Welcome,Terry
Grumley.

I must extendsincerestthanksto my colleagueson the
ExecutiveDirector SearchCommitteewho workedvery
diligently for months,reviewingscoresof applicationsand
interviewing many promisingcandidates.Many thanks
also to John Collentine,who servedas Interim Executive
Director from April to Octoberwhile the processof finding
a permanentExecutiveDirectorwent forward.

Thesepastsevenmonthshavebeena period of expand
ed responsibility for all, and our dedicatedstaffhavecon
tinued forward, especiallyin EastAfrica, whereour
Coordinator,MargaretOwino, hasdonea masterfuljob of
guiding our field projects. Severalarticlesin this issue of
theSolar CookerReviewreflect Margaret’stalent and ded
ication in puttingsolar cooking skills into the handsof
refugees.

After sevenyearson the SCI Board two as Board
PresidentI must stepdown, in accordancewith our
bylaws. It hasbeena pleasureand honor to servewith the
fine humanitarianswho make up SCI’s leadershipand
membership.And pleasebe certain,that I will continueto
stronglysupportSCI’s missionof spreadingsimplesolar
cookingskills that let peoplehelp themselveswhile help
ing the environment.Thankyou, all. It hasbeena great
sevenyears,but thebest is still to come.

Contributors to this Review
- Dave Ruppe,ImpactPublications,Medford,OR, USA,

for designand layout.
- Bill Lankford, for reporton internationalconference

Bev Blum, for project information
- Tom Sponheim,for email discussiongroup information
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for openinga new PLAN program. In addition,he and his
wife Maria were PeaceCorpsVolunteersin Guatemala,
whereTerry was a businessadvisorto an agricultural
cooperative.

Terry met the boardof directorsduringSCI’s annual
Octoberretreatand planningsessionheld in Sacramento,
California. We are excitedto haveTerry’s leadershipaswe
move into a new century.

I would like to thank the following boardmembersfor
their dedicationand efforts as part of the Executive
Director SearchCommittee:Co-chairElvira Williams,
NorgeJerome,ClaudeThau, Linda Helm Krapf, and Jay
Campbell.

During thechallengingtransition period SC! was fortu
nateto haveformer Board PresidentJohn Collentineserv
ing as actingExecutiveDirector. His exceptionalwork and
always-readysmilekept SC! on track.Also crucial in the
transitionperiod was the assistanceof formerExecutive
Director Bev Blum. And what a superboffice staffSC!
has-VirginiaCallaghan,RamonKevin Coyle, and Kevin
Porter!

Bob Metcalf, Co-chair,
ExecutiveDirector SearchCommittee
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for RefugeesUNHCR, SC! beganits first refugeefield
project in a campat Kakuma,Kenya.Three morepilot
projects-elsewherein Kenya, in Ethiopiaand in
Zimbabwe-werelaunchedin thenext two years.

With refugeesleadingthe projectwithin the Kakuma
camp,solar cookingis manifestlyproving its worth in
fighting hunger,as thousandsof families usetheir CooKits
to supplementmeagerfirewood rations.

In 1997,SC! passedthe $200,000per yearmark in
donationsandwas able to seeka fulitime EastAfrica coor
dinator basedin Nairobi. In March, 1998,Margaret Owino
was hired. Over5,000refugeesin Kakumahave received
solar cooking trainingeach yearsinceMargaretbegan
strengtheningSCI’s presencein the field.

In 1999,MargaretopenedtheEastAfrica Office in
Nairobi, Kenya-SCI’smuch awaitedbase.With the sup
port of SCI’s tried and true member/donorsin coming
months,a growing EastAfrican resourcecenterwill
emergefrom that baseto serve EastAfrican demandfor
solar cookingskills. What a gift for the new century!


