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InThis Issue ~ New Honorees for SCI’s Order of Excellence
Technology . Clark and Eleanor Shimeall were
Exchanges . honored at SCI’s 11th Annual Meeting for

v i their twenty years of work with solar cook-
News You Send : ing. The Order of Excellence recognizes
i those individuals whose sustained efforts
i have contributed most to empowering peo-
i ple to cook food and pasteurize water with
i solar energy. The three previous honorees
. are Barbara Kerr, Sherry Cole, and Bob
: Metcalf.
© Clark and Eleanor have inspired many
. others to solar cook. They also have served
i on SCI’s Board, Clark as President. They
i have lead fund raising efforts and also con-
i ducted solar cooking demonstrations in the
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SCI’s mission is to
spread solar cooking
to benefit people and

environments.

i USA, Mexico and Guatemala. Proceeds

: from Eleanor’s popular solar cookbook

. have been donated to SCI, and SCI’s en-
. dowment was established by Eleanor and
i her sister, Eloise Norton, in memory of

- their mother, Mary Courter Euwer.

Eleanor and Clark Shimeall

A special surprise for the Shimealls was

the announcement of The Shimeall Special

: Response Fund, established

by friends of the Shimealls. A sum of
© $23,700 was raised to date. Since SCI’s

SCI Field Projects Updates

In two refugee camps, Kakuma and Aisha, SCI is be-
ginning to build long-term sustainability by 1) turning
management over to local organizations, 2) encouraging
local entrepreneurs to provide replacement supplies ongo-
ing, 3) helping set up support systems for local trainers
and promotional organizations.

In the last few months the United Nations High Com-
missioner for Refugees has conducted evaluations of solar
cooking projects in Kenya, Ethiopia, and Pakistan. SCI
has also conducted several assessments in Kenya. None
of the reports is yet available, but the findings clearly af-
firm that solar cookers are used regularly and appreciated
by refugees, who can cook most of the local staples 8-9
months of the year. With even one cooker per family
wood savings appear to be 15-20 per cent. The remaining
challenge is to demonstrate sustainability and cost-effec-
tiveness.

small budget is tightly allocated each year,
this fund will allow the Board to respond
quickly to selected, unexpected opportuni-
ties as they arise.

SCI’s first pilot project was in Kakuma Refugee
Camp in northwest Kenya. To date about 8,000 families
have received solar cookers and instruction. An estimated
6,000 remain to be served. Recent conflicts in southern
Sudan have brought large, new influxes of Sudanese. Also
15,000 Somali refugees from eastern Kenya were recently
transferred. Thus the camp has doubled in size since we
began in 1995.

Kakuma Camp is managed by Lutheran World Federa-
tion (LWF). Recently LWF agreed to integrate the solar
cooking project into its ongoing community development
programs, and we are working with them to transfer man-
agement of supplies and staff to assure ongoing support
for the refugee women trainers.

Dadaab Camp in eastern Kenya has a temporary
windfall from a US government grant to supply wood for
cooking fuel. Previously about Continued on page 4
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President’s Corner
Dr. Norge Jerome

Solar Cookers International is
small and the world’s need for solar
cooking is great. Our field projects
have demonstrated that solar cookers
are useful, appreciated, and well-used
by people in sunny, fuel-scarce areas,
and also that family savings in time,
work and money are significant.

What remains is to fully transfer responsibility and sup-
port from SCI to local agencies for long-term sustainabil-
ity of solar cooking projects. Support from SCI to local
agencies includes maintaining systems for replacement of
supplies and, where possible, helping individual trainers
build successful businesses teaching about and selling
solar cookers. When this is accomplished, we can turn our
efforts to helping other organizations begin new projects.

On behalf of the many thousands of people who have a
new skill to make their lives a bit easier, | would like to
say thanks once again to our dedicated members and sup-
porters. We have come a long way with your help. We
will stay the course and multiply these accomplishments
with your continued assistance.

Volunteer of the Year

Dr. Barbara Knud- i
son is SCI's 1998
Volunteer of the Year.
Her contributions
this year were abun-
dant: she volunteered
her time to conduct
several studies of the
solar cooking project
in Kakuma Refugee
Camp (see her article

c[scwhcre in this Re- 7097 Volunteer of the Year Barby
view). Pulliam (left) and 1998 honoree

Dr. Knudson was a Dy, Barbara Knudson
keynote speaker at

SCI’s first conference, held in 1989 in Washington, DC.
From 1992-97 Barbara not only served as a hard-working
Board member, a demanding job by itself, but also was our
key, pioneer launcher of our refugee training project in
Kakuma Refugee Camp. She also assisted the launching of
a solar cooking project in Dadaab Camp and the UNESCO
project in Zimbabwe. We are grateful for her follow-up
evaluations of the Kakuma Project. She has also repre-
sented SCI on numerous occasions in many countries.

SCl is deeply grateful for the dedication, multiple pro-
fessional skills, countless hours and other support Barbara
has given to SCI.

Honoring Others

SCI's HONOR ROSTER: individuals honored by gifts
in their name:

Sherry Cole

Clark & Eleanor Shimeall

Gordon Williamson, USA

SCI's MEMORIAL ROSTER

The two most recent memorial gifts were sent by Mrs,
Richardson Okie in memory of Ruth Beardslee New-
combe and Patsy W. (Mrs. David) Raudenbush.

SCI sends condolences to Erma E. Herrera whose hus-
band, David, recently passed away. She still enjoys the
solar cooker he built for her, one of several he built which
are still enjoyed by children and grandchildren.

Others whose memory has been honored by gifts to SCI:

Imogene Hyde Alexieff, USA

David Ciochetti, USA

Ann Curtis, USA

Robert (Bob) Dibble, USA

Howard Dresbach, USA

Mary Courter Euwer, USA

Elaine Imus, USA

Pablo Frank, USA

Cecil Gomez, USA

Marjorie R. Green, USA

Barbara Hartley, USA

Gerri de Graaf, USA

Prof. George Metcalf, USA

Molly Mills, USA

George and Gertrude Prosser, USA

Tudor Roberts, ZIMBABWE

Dr. Richard Shoupe, USA

Mae and Omar Smith, USA

Nebaj Spitzer-Nadeau, MEXICO

Jerome Tucker Stewart, USA

Mary O. Wilson, USA

Hats Off to St. Martin’s Table

The volunteer servers at St. Martin’s Table in Min-
neapolis, MN, USA, donate their tips each month and on
special occasions to hunger-related causes. Tips collected
for the month of June 1998, $1593.81, were designated
for the work of Solar Cookers International in the
Kakuma Refugee Camp. Our very special thanks to Mark
J. Kile and all the other volunteers that made this possible.

Contributors to this Review

Many thanks for design and layout donated by Dave
Ruppe, Impact Publications, Medford, OR, USA, and
Dr. Barbara Knudson’s summary of studies in Kakuma
Refugee Camp.



