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Rotary Projects Shine
The following information is

basedon a five-country report
by RotarianWilfred Pimentel,
who, along with hiswife
Marie, hasdedicatedmuchof
the last decadeto creating
enthusiasmfor Rotary-spon
soredsolar cooking projects
aroundthe world. Thereport
was compiledduring their most
recenttrip to Africa.

ZAMBIA
RotarianNic Money and the

Rotary Clubof Lusaka
Centralinitiated a pilot study
in 1999 in Chongwe,a nearby
village, usingthe CooKit, a
solar cookermadein-country.
In this village, the Rotary Club selected
an NGO, The Girl GuidesAssociationof
Zambia, to demonstrateand train the
ruralwomen in solar cooking andwater
pasteurization,and introducethemto the
benefitsof usinga "wonderbasket".A
wonderbasket,also known as a fireless
cookeror "haybox", is an insulated
enclosurein which is seta pot of food
that hasbeenbroughtto a boil, allowing
it to continueto cookafter being removed
from its heatsource.Womencanmake
CooKits from cardboardand foil, and
wonderbasketsfrom local basketsor a
cardboardbox well insulatedwith clean
rags,dried grass,wood shavings,crum
pled paper,cottonand blanketwaste.The
CooKit is a veryeffective supplementfor
fuelwoodand an alternativeto charcoal
usedfor cooking foods and heatingwater
to kill waterbornediseasesincluding E.

coli, cholera,polio, and hepatitisA. It
reducesfuelwoodexpensesby 50 per
cent, improveshealthand nutrition, and
savesthe lives of infants.The pilot study
also revealedthe CooKit to reducethe
long hoursspentby mothersand children
in their never-endingsearchfor wood.
This"free time", notedby Nic Money,
sparkedan ideato initiate the building of
a school for 120 pre-primaryand first
gradestudents.Threevillages are making
12,000mud bricksto build a school,with
solar cookersas paymentto families
makingbricks.Meanwhile, the children
areattendingschool in the small village
courthouse.The Rotary Club of Lusaka
Centralwas awardeda solar cooker
matchinggrant from Rotary
Internationalto spreadthis pilot project
in communitiesseverelyaffectedby
deforestation,ero- Continuedonpage4
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SC! assistscommunities
to usethepowerofthe
sunto cookfoodand

pasteurizewaterfor the
benefitofpeopleand

environments.

Wilfred andNic, third and secondfrom right respective

ly, standamongteachersand helpersofthe newly-
formedMashila School,asnotedon its first chalkboanL
Localchildren, freedfrom muchof theirfuelwoodgath
ering chores, are nowbecomingeducated.


