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8,000

Projects Clearly Valued

BY TERRY GRUMLEY

Energizing! Inspiring! These are the
words that best summarize my January
visit to SCI’s pilot projects in Africa.
While I was able to get a sense of SCI’s
strengths in my first two months work in
Sacramento, it wasn’t until I visited the
field that I could fully appreciate all the
effort that has gone into
developing these pilot proj-
ects and the positive results
they are showing.

The development of an
effective system of support
to the projects in the differ-
ent economic, cultural and
social settings of Kenya,
Ethiopia and Zimbabwe
from the central office in
Sacramento has been a
major achievement.
Meeting the challenges that
stem from the remoteness
of the refugee camps within
Ethiopia and Kenya as well
as working with different management
structures and different partners within
each country has not been easy. The
strong base established through volunteer
trainers, board members and advisors and
our former executive director, Beverly
Blum, became a springboard to take
major steps forward to the current struc-
ture where program country staff manage
the solar cooking projects.

All our projects are proceeding well
and producing benefits that are clearly
valued by both the users of solar cookers
and the partner organizations with which
SCI works. Partner organizations demon-
strated their continued support of solar

SCI staff and trainers in Ethiopia

cooking projects in all three sites by
agreeing to extend or renew written
agreements. SCI staff and trainers are
competent and highly motivated, continu-
ally developing new ideas and improve-
ments to the programs.

Valuable networks with other develop-
ment and renewable energy organizations

have been established in each country.
Local manufacturers for bags and
CooKits have been identified in Kenya
and Zimbabwe, and SCI has established
offices in both Kenya and Ethiopia. In
Zimbabwe, our partner organization, the
Development Technology Centre (DTC),
has expanded its solar cooking program
in which CooKits are sold, not given,
providing a key element for sustainability.

ETHIOPIA

After three days of travel from
Nairobi, the reward was a panoramic

view of the Aisha  Continued on page 3
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In recent years, solar cooking has
acquired new international urgency: It is
crucial not just in dramatically improving
the lives of women, children, and families
in developing nations, but in serving a piv-
otal role in any lasting solution to global
climate change. A solar cooker relieves
pressure on forests when it displaces the
use of wood for fuel, thereby preserving
precious biological carbon stores. Solar
cooking at once addresses the needs of the
individual and the needs of the planet,
humbly revealing the interconnected
nature of our world.

We are blessed with a truly splendid
solution ... a solar cooker is small, light-
weight, inexpensive, reliable, safe, and
easy to use. It is customizable to local cul-
tures and is powered by the gift of abun-
dant sunlight. One of our biggest chal-
lenges is to spread the news that
something so simple can work so well in
today’s technologically brisk world.

At SCI we consider ourselves extreme-
ly fortunate to welcome the new century in
the company of an outstanding new execu-
tive director, a wonderful and enthusiastic
staff, a board brimming with new energy,
and a legion of dedicated friends and sup-
porters. We simply can’t wait to plunge
into the exciting year ahead of us, and we
hope you accept the challenge and join us
to make this the decade that the world
rediscovers the elegant beauty of cooking
with the sun.

MEMORIALS

Anna Scherzer in memory of
Madame Msompha

Jane Garrison in memory of
W.D. Garrison

Belva Seaberry in memory of
Stanley Bailey

Letters @

I have supported Solar Cookers International for a number of
years, have attended an SCI workshop in Sacramento, have made
several solar ovens myself and taught others to do so, use a solar
box cooker regularly during the summer, and take every opportu-
nity to share what I know about solar cooking and the activities of
SCI with others.

While your August 1999 letter included some valid, cogent
points regarding the benefits of solar cookers as an alternative to
fire in other parts of the world, I am concerned about the focus on
other parts of the world, when we need to be focusing at least
equally on our own part of the world.

It seems to me that Americans need to be reminded that there
is an alternative to fossil fuels. It is easy enough to write out a
check to SCI and think that we are supporting a valuable develop-
ment project, but [ believe that we must also take steps in our
own lives to transform current short-term thinking of non-sustain-
able [fossil fuel] dependence to the long-term thinking of a sus-
tainable future with solar energy as a partial energy source right
here.

I have lived and worked in Africa and the West Indies for near-
ly twenty years and am entirely supportive of and, indeed, enthu-
siastic about the work that SCI is doing in the rest of the world,
but I wonder how many of the Americans who contribute to SCI
are actually reducing their own depletion of the earth’s scarce
resources.

C. Cox

Willits, California

USA

Please find enclosed a check from Blackhawk Council Girl
Scout Troop 46 for $33 to provide one family with a solar cooker,
supplies and training.

Girl Scout Troop 46 is working on a badge called “Ready for
Tomorrow.” One of the things we did towards earning this badge
was to review donation literature from five organizations. We
looked at what each organization does to help plants, animals or
people, considered how these actions help the environment, and
what types of actions are funded by recommended pledges or
donations. We then voted to provide financial support to one or
more organizations.

Our troop felt Solar Cookers International was the best organi-
zation to support financially because it saves trees, decreases pol-
lution, helps decrease global warming, uses solar resources wisely
and helps people. We wish you great success in continuing this
important work worldwide, and we are glad we can help.

Girl Scout Troop 46

Middleton, Wisconsin

USA



