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SecondAnnual Meeting
and Think Tank

An inspiring talk by Dr. NorgeJerome,Director of
Nutrition at U.S.A.I.D., launchedahighly productive
Think Tank on April 7. Jeromestressedthe impor
tanceof first learningfrom thosewhom we would
teach.Shetalkedof participativegrass-rootsgroups
andprocesses,wherewomen addressurgentlocal
needsandareempoweredin theprocess.Vice
PresidentRick Blodgett’seffective coordinationwas
evidentthroughoutthe day,andassistancefrom Boy
andGirl Scoutshelpedthe day run smoothly.

Threepanelistsdiscussedpossiblecollaborations
for SBCI. Dr. DavidaCoady,Directorof the SanCarlos
Foundation,describedher medicalexperiencein sever
al regionsof the world. Dr. IsaacFerguson,Directorof
the ThrasherResearchFund,expressedenthusiasm
for the potentialof solarboxes,but cautionedaboutthe
importanceof local adaptationsto meetspecific region
al needsandcustoms.BarbyPulliam, of theWorld
Associationof Girl GuidesandGirl Scouts,also
stressedthe importanceof a participativelearning!
teachingprocess.

Afternoontaskforce meetingsdevelopedrecom
mendationsin the following areas:

1 Stepsfor creatinga GlobalAlliance of world
opinion leadersto focuspublic attentionon the
crisesof cookingfuel andpotablewater.

2 Specific groupsandprocessesfor SBCI’s collabo
rationwith "multiplier" organizations.

3 Performancecriteria for a teaching-modelsolar
cookerto be producedby SBCI.

A fourthgroup, of SolarBox WorkshopLeaders,
pooledinformationon effective workshopsandlearn
ing tools.

The eveningdinner includedspecialrecognitionfor
outstandingvolunteers.SacramentoMayorAnne
RudinpresentedBob Metcalfwith a proclamationand
a Globetrotter’sAward. Othersrecognizedincluded:
VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR: Don Coan
STAR MEDIA AWARD: Alice Ainsworth andKris
Mackay

Himalayan Solar Cookers
Fromthe Indian Himalayascomesa reportof an

Indo-GermanDhauladharProject,which introduced
solarcookersin the Indian stateof HimachalPradesh
nearPalampurin 1985.The womanwho initiatedthe
project,Didi Contractor,took theidea from an all-
metalsolarboxpromotedby the Indian government,
andadaptedit to local materials- mud anddung,for
thosewhosehomesaremudanddung,andbricksfor
thosewith brick houses.After cautiousexperimental
beginnings,the projectactivelypromotedandevaluat
ed solarbox usefor threeyears.

By 1988, 150 cookershadbeenconstructed.In
1987, 18% werein regularuse. In 1988 61% werein
regularuseandanother14% werebeingusedoccasion
ally. Thesecookerscost abouthalf that of themetal
versionspromotedandsubsidizedby the Indian gov
ernment,andperform aswell.

Usersreportedsavingat leasttwo hoursdaily in
cookingattendancetime and42% in fuel bills, anda
reductionin families’ fuelwoodneedsby 1/3 to 1/2.

Two surveysandinformal observationsconfirmed
the crucial importanceof follow-up programsto answer
questionsandencourageoptimaluse.Womenwho
highly valuedtheir time tendedto adoptthe cooker
morereadily andmorecreatively.

from U.S. anthropologist, Edie Farwell
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