Summer 1990

Second Annual Meeting
and Think Tank

An inspiring talk by Dr. Norge Jerome, Director of
Nutrition at U.S.A.L.D., launched a highly productive
Think Tank on April 7. Jerome stressed the impor-
tance of first learning from those whom we would
teach. She talked of participative grass-roots groups
and processes, where women address urgent local
needs and are empowered in the process. Vice
President Rick Blodgett’s effective coordination was
evident throughout the day, and assistance from Boy
and Girl Scouts helped the day run smoothly.

Three panelists discussed possible collaborations
for SBCI. Dr. Davida Coady, Director of the San Carlos
Foundation, described her medical experience in sever-
al regions of the world. Dr. Isaac Ferguson, Director of
the Thrasher Research Fund, expressed enthusiasm
for the potential of solar boxes, but cautioned about the
importance of local adaptations to meet specific region-
al needs and customs. Barby Pulliam, of the World
Association of Girl Guides and Girl Scouts, also
stressed the importance of a participative learning/
teaching process.

Afternoon task force meetings developed recom-
mendations in the following areas:

1) Steps for creating a Global Alliance of world
opinion leaders to focus public attention on the
crises of cooking fuel and potable water.

2) Specific groups and processes for SBCI’s collabo-
ration with “multiplier” organizations.

3) Performance criteria for a teaching-model solar
cooker to be produced by SBCI.

A fourth group, of Solar Box Workshop Leaders,
pooled information on effective workshops and learn-
ing tools.

The evening dinner included special recognition for
outstanding volunteers. Sacramento Mayor Anne
Rudin presented Bob Metcalf with a proclamation and
a Globetrotter’s Award. Others recognized included:

VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR: Don Coan

STAR MEDIA AWARD: Alice Ainsworth and Kris
Mackay
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Himalayan Solar Cookers

From the Indian Himalayas comes a report of an
Indo-German Dhauladhar Project, which introduced
solar cookers in the Indian state of Himachal Pradesh
near Palampur in 1985. The woman who initiated the
project, Didi Contractor, took the idea from an all-
metal solar box promoted by the Indian government,
and adapted it to local materials — mud and dung, for
those whose homes are mud and dung, and bricks for
those with brick houses. After cautious experimental
beginnings, the project actively promoted and evaluat-
ed solar box use for three years.

By 1988, 150 cookers had been constructed. In
1987, 18% were in regular use. In 1988 61% were in
regular use and another 14% were being used occasion-
ally. These cookers cost about half that of the metal
versions promoted and subsidized by the Indian gov-
ernment, and perform as well.

Users reported saving at least two hours daily in
cooking attendance time and 42% in fuel bills, and a
reduction in families’ fuelwood needs by 1/3 to 1/2.

Two surveys and informal observations confirmed
the crucial importance of follow-up programs to answer
questions and encourage optimal use. Women who
highly valued their time tended to adopt the cooker
more readily and more creatively.

from U.S. anthropologist, Edie Farwell

Dr. Norge Jerome with Global Super Vision Award




